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PINTJARRA-DWARDA RAILWAY EX-
TENSION SELECT COMMITTEE.

Eztensgion of Time,

Hon. J. A, GRETG (South-East) [4.33):
As we have heen unable to get certain in-
formation with regard to surveys, I move—

That the time for bringing up the report
of the select commitiee be extended till
Thursday, 1I1th October.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—ESPERANCE NORTHWARDS
RATLWAY EXTENSION.

Hon, 1. W, KIRWAN (South) [4.34]: 1
move—

That in the opinton of this House, the

w CGovernment should seek the necessary an-

thority this session to extend the Esperan-s

worthwards ratlwey, now in course of con-

struclion, so that it will junclion with the

main ratlway system of the State et Norse-
Mman.

I d3 not intend to speak at length on this
question becausc it has been hefore the public
for a leng time, and members must be
familizr with the fucts. T am one of those
who, for a great many years, strongly advo-
cated the construetion of the Esperance rail-
way. Ever since I have been in publie life,
I have lost no opportunity te impress upon
the people the valuable asset they harve in the
lands lying sonth of Norseman. With two
or three exceptions, cveryone who has visited
that district has been greatly impressed with
the fertility of the soil and its great agricul-
tural resources. T know the country iwell,
and have always felt a great mistake was
made by these in charge of the affairs of the
State in not having constructed this railway
long ago, bezanse that would have been in
the best interests of the whole State. It
wonld have ~aused one of our vacant spaces
to he filled with a large population. One
feature of the district is its fine eclimate;
there is no beiter climate in Australia. It is
not 50 cald as that of Albany and the intense
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heat of other portions of the State is nat
experienced there. The south coast is washed
by the waters of an ocean and fanned by
breezes that ccme from the great Antarctic
reginng, nninferrupted by any barrier. Onc
can appreciate what such a climate must be
in contrast to that of a coast washed by the
tropical and semi-tropical waters of the
Indian Ocean. I am convinced that a large
number of people formerly of the goldfields
but now settl»d in the Eastern States, some
of them on land for which they have paid
high prices, would to-day be living in the
Esperance distriet had railway facilities been
granted and had they been sure of receiving
similar encouragement to that meted out to
people in other parts of the State. The area
comprised in the Esperance northwards dis-
triet and East Coolgardie goldfields has a
population of roughly 45,000. I have not the
slightest hesitation in saying that, had the
Esperance railway been constructed 20 years
ago, the population of the distriet would now
be not less than 145,000. 1t would have meant
the opening up of a great province and that
would not have adversely affected the popula-
tion or prosperity of the rest of the State.
In fact the population of the State as a
whole would have been vastly greater to-day.
Tt is quite likely, too, that the population of
Perth would have been greater, because it is
impossible to open up any portion of a great
country or add to its prosperity without the
Consequently there may
not have been the present deplorable position
that of a population of 350,000, 48 per cent.
of the peopte live in the metropolitan area.
It may be said the district has a railway.
True, a railwav 68 miles north from Esper-
anee ig approazching completion. I hold in
my hand a small railway map of Western
Australia and it reveals the most extraordin-
ary thing that ean be found in the railway
manp of any egunirv in the world. Wge have a
railway running 68 miles directly north from
Faperance, and another railway running from
Coclgardie Airectly south to Norseman,
Norseman being the terminug of our main
railway syste;y, and between the head of
the Esperance northwards railway and Norse-
man there is a gap of some 60 miles. That
gap is generally known as the centralisation
safeguard, and it came about years ago when
members of I[Parliament did not exhibit the
broad vision they do to-day.

Hon. A. Burvill: There was no Country
Party at that time.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: Quite so. As one
who is not a member of the Country Party,
[ say they have done muech good for Western
Australia, inasmuch as they have broadened
the vigion of the people and made them rea-
lise that the whole State is not comprised in
what can be seen from the steps of Parlia-
ment House, One of the main objects of the
Country Party is decentralisation, and in no
country of the world is decentralisation so
much needed as in Western Australia. In
no country of the world, proportionately to
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its vastness, is so large a proportion of the
population located in the metropolitan area.
Western Australia consists of one-third of
a vast continent, and it is deplorable that
48 per cent. of its people should be living
within a short radius of this House. That

fact has been frequently emphasised by
the Country Party, and I account this
as one of the advantages that have

. accrized from the presence of the Country
Party in the public life of this State.
I would also like on this occasion to pay a
tributc to another party to which 1 do not
belong—the Labouwr  Party,  The  Labour
Party of this State have always taken a
broad, Western Australizn view of this quoes-
tion. They have sought to look at it from the
peint of view of the whole State, and irre-
spective of the particular localitics that they
represented. [ have always known them Lo
suppert the Esperance railway., [t is the
linking up of that gap that is the purpose
of my wmotion to-day. In requesting hon.
members to pass the motion to ask the Gov-
ernment to remove that extraordinary hot—
hecause it is o blot—upon the railway map
of Western Australia, I would remind them
that the Esperance northwards railway is ap-
proaching completion. The workers are all
on the spot, and the plant is there, and now
is the time to posh on with the work, when
all arrangements arc comjlete for the con-
tinnance of the line.

Hon, I, Duflell: What is the estimated cost
of your proposal?

Hon. J. W. KTRWAX: The distanee to Le
hridged is about 60 miles, and the hon. mem-
ber will, of course, he able to judge for him
self what the cost may be.

Hon, 1. Duffell: 1 do aot know that coun-
try at all. Is it hilly?

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: The distance to
be bridged is ouly some 60 miles. The sur-
vey was made years ago—and to procecd with
the work now is far better than to delay.

Hon. J. A. Greip: How long is it sinec
Parlinment passed the Act for the coustrue-
tinn of the part just completed?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I will come to that
in a few moments. I wish further to point
out that experience not only in Western Ans-
tralia, but cverywhere, shows that sectional
railways nre very expensive to work. We
need only call to mind the cases in our own
State of the Ravensthorpe and Port Hedland
lides. The isolated railway running direetly
northwards from Esperanee, unless it he
linked up with Nerseman, has little' chanee
of paying. At the time the Bill for that
railway was introdoceed, those of us who fav-
oured the Fsperanee railway pointed out that
the proper course was to build a line right
through from Norsemnan to Esrerance, Three
timeg a Bill for that porpose had been intro-
duced by the then Labour Government, the
Scaddan Government, and three times it had
heen defeated. However, we learned from
one or two opponents of the Fsaperance rail-
way that they would be in favonr of a rail-
way running some 60 miles north of Esper-
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ance, and those of us who wanted the Ks-
perance line preterred half a loat tu no
bread. Therelore we accepted the position.
But ai the time we thought it was an econ-
omic mistake, and not the right way to build
a railway, 1 konow of no instance where any
ot us said that if that line of 60 miles were
Luilt, we would not continue the movement
for the furtherance of the line to Norseman.
1 remember I was sitting in the seat new
oceupied by Mr. Seddon, when Mr. Moss gave
me to nnderstand that he would vote for the
Esperance Northwards railway if a pronise
were given that the construction ot that line
would complete the railway ideals of the peo-
|ile of that part of the State, | told him T
would mnot bhe justitied in making any such
promise on behalf of those people. [ said
rurther that so far as 1 was personally con-
cerned, [ would never bhe satisficd until the
railway was completed to Norsemin, breause
I did net think the requircments of the dJdis-
trict would be met otherwise. Therefore it
was on the clear understanding that the move.
ment tor the vompletion of the line would
he continued, that the Esperance Northwards
Railway Bill was passed in this Chamber—
by a wvery mnarrow majority, As to past
troubles, there is no use in reviving them,
I am prepared to let the dead past hory its
dexd. The position now is that we ought to
view facts exactly as they are, and make the
best. of circumstances; and  because 1 am
quite convinced that in the interests of the
whole State, including ceven the interests of
the constitueney represented by Mr. Dut-
fell

don. J. Duffeli: Tell us what your propusal
15 going to cost. Give us an idea.

Hon, JJ. W, RIRWAN: [ am convinced
that n mistake was made in not constructing
the Feperance railway leng ago.  Yet it is
never too Jate to reetily a mistake. A still
greater mistake will be made if the centrali-
sation gap is not linked vwp. Mr. Greig asked
me when the Bill for the eonstruction of the
Iisperance Northwards railway was passed.
Tt was passed early in 1815, The Scaddap
Government, whe introduced the measure,
after a certain delay proceceded with the con-
struction of the line. Farthworks were built,
and some 12 miles of rails were landed at
Tsperance, Then the Wilson Government
eame into office, and the Wilson Government
vonsisted of wen all of whom had been all
their lives strong opponents of the Esper-
ance railway. They discovered that some-
thing hiad not been brought forward that they
thought should have been brought forward in
connection with the matter, Tt was thaj the
land was too salty to grow wheat. There
has heen a long series of bogeys raised in
connection with the Fsperance country. T
remember one hefore the salt episode. A de
partmental officer after visiting the Fsper-
nnce district reported that he counld not fav-
our the construction of the railway on the
ground that. in his opininn, water conld not
he eongerved in the distriet. He declared that
the country was too porous, and that if dams
were made they wonld not hold water. The
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extruordinary thing about it is that there
is no part of Western Australia where better
dams ean ke constructed than in the Esrer-
ance district.  Subsequent to that statement
teing made, some 20 or 30 dams were com-
structed in the Esperance conntry, and those
dame lave held water as tight as a bottle.
Mr. Maley, the Minister for Agriculture, dur-
ing his recent visit alse testified to the ex-
traorlinarily good holding capacity of the
Esperance couvntry for dams. However, that
feartre was demonstrated by the aciual eon-
struction of dams. Then the salt hogey
was brought forward, and on that plea
the Wilson Government, who Thad al-
ways stronply opposed  the construction of
the railway, devided that thev must stop all
construction work and submit the question
te a Royal Commission. The Royal Com-
mission was appointed; and its personnel
consisted of pentlemen swell kuown in this
State—Mr. Dempster of Esperance, Mr.
Matthew T, Padbury of Koojan, and Mr.
Ranald MeDonald of the Taxation Depart-
ment, Derth. Thuse Lhrec gentlemen were
appeinted a Royal Commission to inquire
into the advisableness of constructing the
BEsperanee  northwards  railway, They ex-
amined a  considerable number of wit-
nesses; ithey travelled through the length
and breadth of the Esperance distriet and
of the State; and they even journeyed to
the Eastern Stotes in order to sco the mallee
lands of South Australia and Victoria, In
the result their report fully satisfied the
most enthusiastic advocates of the Xsper-
ance railway. Subsequently to their ap-
pointment an ontery arose, and the Govern-
ment were aceused of intentionally delaying
the construction of a work to which Min-
isters had always heen opposed. The then
Premicr and the then Minister for Works
gave the distinet assvrance that if the re-
pert of the Royval (‘ommission were favour-
able, the work would he proceeded with at
onee, LIn the statements then made it was
assumed that the Royal Commission would
have contpleted thetir work within a few
months, and that the delay in the construe-
tion of the line woull be merely temporary.
However, the Royal Commission were 30
conscientions over the matter that the in-
quiry lasted for some nine months, Then
the recommendation came in for proceeding
with the railway at ounce. [ think I may
read that recommendation—
That the construction of the line auth-
orised by Parliament be proceeded with
as early as practicable, with a view to its

ultimate continuation to Norseman for
the purpose of veaching the goldfields
market.

The report was made six vears ago, and
owing to a long series of procrastinations,
the railway that was favoured by this re-
port. the Hsperance northwards railway, the
Bili for which was passed tn 1913, is only
now apnreaching  completion. The report
submitted by the Commissioners is one that
is available to every hon. member. 1
am not going to weary the House hy read-
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ing it at length, but there are two or three
points in it to wliich I desire to draw the
attention of members now. One of the
objections which have always Deen ad-
vanced by the few people who are appnsed
to the Esperance railway ia that the crops
in the distriet have been very light. No
one reading this report, and reading also
the explasation which has been advanced
by the Roval Comnrissioners, can doubt that
there is very good reason indeed for the
lightness of the crops. No one reading the
report and the cxplanation can come to any
other conclusion than that one should he
surprised, net at the lightness of the erops,
but at their not being still lighter, Tbhis
report is six yvears old. Before I conclude
T will bring the position up to date. Here
48 n paragraph equally applicable to-day,
and it will be applicable even after the line
is constructed—

Amongst other difficultics under which
settlers are labouring, laek of capital has
in no amall mcasure been responsible for
losw resalts, Tt is noticeable that many
of the settlers are poorly equipped with
horses and machinery, inadequate quanti-
ties of sced and super have been used, and
proper farming methods have not becen
followed, in most instances because of the
expense. The difficulty of obtaining
labour iy naturally felt in this distriet as
in others, and many of the settlers have
had their difficuliies accentunted by the
loss of the help of sons and brothers who
have left for active service with the
forees, Jeavy freights on mackinery and
super, and high cartage rates, have also
proved hindrances to progress.

During the vear immediately preceding this
inquiry the average yield of wheat at
Esperance was 9.6 bushels to the aere, the
tatal xield being 12,000 bushels. For 1913-
16 the yield was as low as 5.3 bushels, The
Commission went te the Eastern States.
What they discovered there wus that the
early vields on the mallee landy of Victoria
and Seuth Australia were always very low,
in some instances down to one bushel per
acre; and, furthermore. that the average
vield of mallee country was nlways low for
several years after the opening up of the
distriet. [t was not thaif there were not
individual vases of improvement; but a new
scttler on the land had a low vield for the
first year, and a better one for the nexi,
and as other settlers came in and took up
land the initial vields secured by the new-
comers reduced the average for the distriet,
and so for years that general average re-
mained very low, although the average for
the older settlers was nlways good. Let me
read the following paragraph from the Com-
mission’s report—

Tn departmental reports, and during
the course of evidence, frequent allusion
has heen made to the eomparatively light
vields recorded in the Esperance mallee
district. For example, Mr. Cooke (trustece
of the Agricultural Bank) stated in evi-
dence that pgood erops were grown in the
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Lastern States in the early days of
mallee settlement, notwithstanding the
presence of mallee suckers and stumps
It has been established from statements and
reports of reliable witnesses in the Eastern
States that the local experience regarding
yields is normal, mallee lands, as a rule, pro-
ducing very light erops during the first few
years; indeed, until the mallee has been
completely eradicated, substantial returns
cannot be expected. Good crops are ob-
tained only from land that is fallowed and
cultivated, which system cammot be applied
in mallee <ountry until the sixth or seventh
yvear after a start has been made. There
will be for some ycars after mallee land is
opened up, a large proportion of holdings
in the initial stages of cultivation and yield-
ing small returns. This naturally reduces
the average of the district as a whole, but
the sverage is adjusted when all holdings
reach the same stage of cultivation.

Then follow a number of tables, rather dif-

ficult to quote. Here is a paragraph of -

terest:—

[f stil further evidenee is required that
low yields in the early days of develop-
ment are usual, it is to be found in the
testimony of Mr. J. Turiff (Manager for
Mr, J8, H, Lascelles, at Hopetoun, Victoria),
before the Pinnaroo Lands Reyal Commis-
sion of 1902,  The late Mr. Lascelles, it
may be mentioned, was frmiliarly known as
HThe father of wmallee farming’' in Vie-
toria, and a memorial in his honour is being
arranged for with the cencurrence of the
Victorisn Government. He was intimately
eoaneeted with the mallee farming lands,
and had extensive interests in them from
the date of their establishment. The evi-
denee of his representative is therefore ot
vatue. He stated that the returnsg of the
district had been as under—

Then the repott gives details of a 3Y, bushel
crop, of 8 erop under one bushel, of nnother
just over 4 buoshels, aid of ane over 714
bughels, Then the Commission go on to sax:
Compared with these low yiolds of 20
vears it is interesting to note that the Hope-
toun Jistrict has, during the past few years
heen enjoying an average of about 1&
bushels. which shews the improvement that
mallee land manifests with age and by the
use of superphosphates.
To my mind, that i3 a satisfactory explana-
tion of the yields in that district being so
low. The Commission were fully satisfied on
that point, and their report generally has been
most favourable.

The Minister for Fdueation: What was the
yield in Victoria in the early davs? .

ITon, JJ, W, KIRWAN: Tt is given hore.
In the VYietorian mallee country, over an
average of 28 vears the yield was 7.7 bushels
per acre. Tu South Australian mallee country,
in the Albert district, the averawe was 6.60
bushels, in the Alfred distriet, 8.41 bushels,
in the Chandos distriet 8.90 bushels and in
the Evre district 7.60 bushels.

[COUNCIL. )

The Minister for Education: And that has
improved up to 18 bushela?

tHeon. J. W. KLRWAN: Yes. The Com-
mission points to this as showing how mueh
hetter are the conditions in Western Auy-
tradin.  There are in the Cowmission’s re-
port some general observations regarding mal-
ice country which T should like to read. Here
is one of them--

The pessimistic opinions of the Esper-
ance nullee lands voiced from time to time
are in 4 nieasure natural and justified. The
eountry in its virgin state is admittedly
unattractive, and during the early period of
enltivation disappointing rcturns are usual.
Similar views were held by prominent pub-
lic men in the other States many years ugo,
Before the wvarious Royal Commissions,
numerons  witnesses voiced unequivoeally
adverse views as to the value of the lands.
vet wie now find that such views were or-
rouncous, and to-day the mallee distriets sup-
pert large and prosperuas commnities, and
constitnte the prineipal wheat prodoeing
areus of the State, Having mude exhaustive
inquiries into the question, we arc eonvineed
that o large area cxists in the mallee belt
and the Esperance distriet which is adapted
for wheat growing and general farming,

And the Commission go on to say—
Undoubtedly all the scttlers selected lund
in the belief that a vailway would be built.
Railway and market faecilities, good roads,
and adequate water supplies are faetors es-
sential to suceessful farming, and the iso-
lated situation of the Esperance lands pre-
cludes the pessibility of suecessful farming
being condueted until such facilities are
provided.
I max point cut that the mer who have made
gond in the mallee district of Ksperance were
not assisted by the Aprienttural Bank or the
Industries Assistanee Board. Both those in-
stitrtions, for veasons best known to them-
selves, positively refnsed to extend to that
distriet the consideration givea to other dis-
tricts of the State. However, a number ot
farmers have made good in the Esperance
district.

Hon. A. JJ. H. Saw:
extend to Norseman?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: When [ ask that
the line be extended to Norseman, naturally
hon. meuwbers want to know what is the
natore of the country hetween the present
terminus of the railway and Norseman. ‘T'he
Commission gave details of the rvaintall in
that loeality. Tn Ncerseman for 20 years the
average annnal rainfall was 10,66 inches.
At Gilmore’s (Lake View) the average anpual
rainfall for 13 vears was 1116 inches, "The
average over the growing neriod in  both
Norseman and Gilmore's is highly satisfae-
tory, us indicated by the Commission’s re-
port. The average ruinfall for the growing
perind, April to Qectober, nt Norgeman
is  7.15 inches; and at  Gilmore's 7.53
inches. Both those districts are outside the
mallee arcas, are in salmoi  gnm  country,
Concerning the value of the distriet. [ will

Does the good land
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Nuote no less an auwthority than a colieague
of the Minister for Education, namely, the
present Minister for Agriculture. MHis views
upon that district have been quite as favour-
able as any that have ever becn expressed by
this most enthusiastic ndvoecate of the line.

Hon. J. A, Greig: How far east of the line
ire the three million aeres which the Minister
for Agriculture rediscovered?

Hon. J. W, KTRWAN: I think the hon.
member is referring to land to the south,
some 150 miles from the Esperance railway.
I do not wish at the moment to enter into
the question of the value of that land. Sup-
pose all that country which was rediscovered
were a sand pateh that did not produce a
blade of grass or a grain of wheai, my argn-
ment would not he affeeted. T have never
been to that part of the distriet, but T have
heard men say the report of the Minister of
Agrieulture was quite correet. Mr. Baxter,
who has been there, expressed a Aifferent
opinion.  That is not the point in conncction
with this ratdlway. The land is 150 miles
from the partienlar aren T now refer to, and
regarding whieh the Minister for Agriculiure
was so enthusiastic. I understand my col-
league, Mr. Cornell, persuaded the Minister
for Agriculture to pay a visit to the distriet.
Mr. Maley went through, T am surc, with an
unbiassed mind, and with no other desire
than to give a fair report. When the Scad-
dan_ Government were in power, 1 think all
the Ministers visited the distriet. T was there
with Mr. Drew., His report was on almost
similar lines to the report of Mr. Maley.
1 du not know, however, that Mr, Drew’s
report was quite enthusiastie.  One thing
that impressed Mr. Drew was the extremely
valnable subroil that the distriet possesses.
He had a spade in t!e motor car, and was con-
stantly stopping and digging into the subsoil.
1le explained how excellent a thing this was
from the agricultural point of view. Al-
thongh he was there during the summer time,
whenever he dur down a foot or two, he
found the subsoil holding meisture, the rest
of the conutry, howesver, being dry.

Hon. V., Hamersley: Perhaps that indi-
cated salt.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: If T had read a
portion of the report dealing with that ques-
tion, T eould have satisfied the hon. member
there was nothing in the salt argument.

Hon. A, J. H, Saw: Perhaps the salt was
on the tail.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: T did not deem it
necessary to read that portion of the report.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The subsoil would he
in the salmon country, where there is no salt.

Hon. J. W. KTRWAN: All along the track
he found the subsoil to be excellent.

Hon. T, Mills: What was the time of year?

Hon. .J. W, KIRWAN: It was during the
dry season.  Mr. Maley’s report was pub-
lished in the **West Australian.”’ T under-
stand he is a farmer born and bred. This
is what he said—

T say without hesifation that agrieulture
will spread suecessfully east and south
from Norscman over & vast traet of terri-
tory.
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This is the partienlar eountry te which T
wished this line to go.

In the past this south-eastern corner of
the State has had little chance of develop-
ment, but it eannot longer he kept harek,
{ts isolation must be removed. Esperance
must inevitably be linked with Norseman
by the construction of the remaining 60
miles of railway.
Then the Minister looked into the future,
and predicted what that country will be. In
arking for this line, T am not asking for
something that will benefit 1 few hundred
settlers, nr sometiing that is small. T claim
that the fine will ultimately be for the bene-
fit of thounsands of settlers, and will add
tremendousty to the impertance of the State.
What the Minister saw evidently fired his
imagination, for he says—
Then, as agriculture spreads further east,
the country in the direction most be served
either by rail from a new port, to be ecs-
tablished rast of Esperaunce, or by spur
lines from the Esperance-Nerseman rail-
way, with improved harbour Faeilities to
cope with the growing needs of the distriet,
With the provision of essential railway
facilities, and the application of the best
farming methods to the iand, this province
must become the most important belt of
wheat-producing country in Western Aus-
tralia, and probably in the whole Common-
weitlth,
T take it that the Government are influenced
by the opinions of their Minister for Agri-
enlture. T am only asking this House to pass
a motion tequesting the Government to com-
plete this link with ‘‘thc moest important
belt of wheat-producing country in- Western
Australia, and probably in the whole Common-
wealth.”"  The Minister for Agriculture con-
tinnes—
While motoring down from Norseman yes-
terday, the quality of the counfry from
that town southward until the mallee belt
ts reached appealed to me as being uui-
formly good. The timber consists mostly
of black butt, vate, salmon gum and horee,
with small scrub and salt hush. An exam-
ination of the rainfall records in the east-
ern country throws an interesting liglt on
its agricultural future, and is surpris-
ingly satisfactory. At Fraser’s Range
records kept over 20 years show an average
annual rainfall of 1250 inches, while the
seasonal average between April and Octo-
her is 8.20.
One feature of the conntry that partico-
larly imoressed Mr. Maley, anid this feature
has not been brought forward by other visi-
tors to the loecality, was the value of the
coastal influence upon it. This is what he
says on the point—
What appeals to me most on an analysis of
t"ese figures is that the whole of this coun-
try from Norseman right east through
Fraser’s Range and Balladonia down to
Eyre comes under the coastal inflvence,
with the result that the elimatic conditions
are relatively not nearly so harsh as those
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existing in our wheat helt from Merredin
castward.
He gocs on to repeat much of what I have
queted, but T will guete o e -uple of sentenees
of his that may be worth giving—
With the applieation of proper methods
of farming to the ¥Esperance mallee and
the whole of the agricultural country in
this corner of the State, T have not the
slightest doubt about the success of farm-
ing throughout the whole of this wonder-
ful belt of ecountry ranning east and south
of Norseman, which amounts in all to
many millions of acres.
This is the cxact country which eannot be
gerved by the Esperance-Northwards railway.
Everything points elearly to the fact that
we have here awaiting development a huge
belt of uniformly good country in whicl
waler conservation by means of dams has
proved cffective, partieularly in the mallee.
Lagt year a great number of dawms through-
ont the east amd north-eastern wheat belt
were dry, but every dam in the Esveranee
eountry was full to overflowing, and I am
informed that the town dam at Norseman
has never been dry sinece it was first con-
structed many years ago.
Ale. Maley goes on to say—
The old bogeys which had been raised
apgainst the Esperance Norseman district
had been effectively disposcd of, The
quality of the Esperancc mallee belt had
been proved beyond dquestion. In that
portion of the State he believed that therc
was enough high-grade agricultural land to
satisfy land selectors for an indefinite
nuwher of years ahead.
The Minister added-—
He conld assure them that as the result of
his visit, Iisperance had gained a new
champlon because he was convineed of the
greatness of its foture.
1 ask the Government, in the face of these
reports, why, with so mnch excellent agricul-
tural land awaiting development and crying
aloud for settlement, they are hesitating
about continuing the line to Norseman.
Everything i3z ready for the continnation of
the work. It does not involve the settlement
of a few huadred people. It means opening
up an_enormous {ract of agricultural coun-
try. We advertise to the world the value of
our agricuvltural land. I met a Federal Min-
ister and another member of the Federal
Parliament en the train going to Kalgoorlic
during the last week end. These two mem-
hers did not know I was in any way inter-
estes] in the Esperance country. They talked
about that Esperance countrg, and told me
there were scorcs of farmers in the Eastern
States who had sons. If this Esperance
country was opened up, and they were satis-
fied with the Government wmethods of devel-
opment, these sons would come over, and
none of them would have less than £1,000
a piece. One of the members said, 'If the
railway is going through, I will guarantce to
get any number of settlers myself,”’ T will
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give the Minister for Hducation the names
of both these members.

The Minister for Edueation: T wish you
would. ]
Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: He can then write

to them himgelf. Tf the Minister makes in-
quiries, through these members, of mallee
farmers in the Eagtern States, he will find
that many of them are waiting for the open-
ing up of this mallee belt.

Hen. J. A, Greig: That is quite -correct.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: If the Minister
inquires from his own officers, he will find
this is so. When men are secking land in
this State this is the onc place they are not
shown. These two Federal members said to
me, ‘‘ They did not show us the one place we
wanted to see.’’ I said, ‘* Where is that?’’
and they replied, ‘‘The Esperance country.’’
They both told me that they are coming back
again to go quictly over that part of the
State beeause from all they have heard they
think it is a wonderful country. They also
have i view the possibility of becoming in-
terested in it themselves. These are things
known to us ihere, but it is a long way to
Perth., Tt is a ease of ‘‘out of sight, out of
mind.’’ We have a splendid asset in that
part of the zountry.

Resolved: That motions he continued.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: As long as I have
been in Parliament, the dominating factor in
influencing me has been the question of
finance. From the time I first became in-
terested in public affairs, I have always been
convinced that government is finance. I have
viewed everything from the point of view of
the finances. I would not bring forward a
proposal such as that 1 am presenting to the
Honse now if I <did not think it wonld be of
great financial benefit to Western Australia
in the future. If I ask the House to sane-
tion the expenditure of money involved in
the construction of 60 miles of railway, I do
so only because T am convinced that the work
will improve the finances rather than place
them .in a worse position. The Esperance
proposal i3 not like others which have been
submitted in the past. It is not similar to
the Wyndham Meats Works proposal, which
has meant such an immense loss to the State.
When I hear of the hundreds of thousands
of pounds that will be lost through the In-
dustries Assistance Board, I feel sorry that,
instead of having settlers battling along on
the land where they were placed, that sum
of money was not being spent in the Esper-
anee district,

The Minigter for Education:
responsible sometimes.

Hon. J. W, KTRWAN: T know that the
personal factor comes into the question, but
T have heard of many cases where men have
been put upon land that has not been pro-
ductive, and they have had to be moved from
those localities.  Had these large sums of
money been spent in the Esperanee distriet,
the results would have becn different. Tt im

The man is
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with a firm ronviction that this proposal is
in the best interests of the State that I pre-
sent it to the House.

On mntion by Minister for Eduveation de-
bate adjournad.

MOTION—WATER SUPPLY
MENT BY-LAW,

To Disallow.

DEPART-

Debate resumed irom the 27th September
on the following motion by Hon. A, Love
kin:—

©* That by-luw 132 (4a), made under the
Metropolitan  Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drainage Aet, 1909, be and i3 hereby
disatlowed.’’

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE (Mctropoli-
tan) [535]: T bhave heen interested in the
statements made by Mr. Lovekin in support
of his motion and in the repiy by the Min-
ister, Last session, in my innecence, J con-
cluded that a resolution of the House wonld
be the final word in instructions to the Water
Supply Department as to what price shouid
be charged for excess water during the year.
I have become somewhat wiser and I recog-
nise that full effect bas not been given to the
decision of this Chamber. Mr. Lovekin is
right in pursning the matter tarther, The
point at issue between the Minister and Mr.
Lovekin is whether the department can sup-
ply water at 1s. per thousand gallons. Mr.
Lovekin says the department ean do so and
the Minister and his officers hold a contrary
opinion, T projose traversing the depart-
mental report with a view to cnlightening
the House on the qnestions at issue. Mr,
Lovekin based the greater part of his argu-
ment on the question of departmental mal-
administration, contending if the adminis-
tration had heen more cffective and more
econoniegl, there would be no question ahout
the department cffecting such savings as
would enable water to be supplied at 1s. per
thousand gallons. T helieve the water supply
business should ke kept separatc from the
sewerage activities. It should be based on
its own revenne carning capacity. As to the
argument between the Minister and Mr. Love-
kin regarding the possibility of a reduction
in the pricc of water, the Minister seemed
to sidetrack the question sobmitted fo him
by Mr. Lovekin. The position i3 shown in
the summary to the departmental report and
diseloses thal profits were made in connce-
tion with the water supply and stormwater
serviees and a loss on sewerage.

The Minister for Education: That has been
changed now.

Hon. J. M. MA(FARLAXE: Then the
position is all the ore favourable to the
case put forward by Mr. Lovekin. The
Leader of the House did not swpport, nor did
he deny. the statements made in the de-
partmental summary.  He produced other
fizures to chow that there were losses in con-
nection with the water supply and storm-
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wnter services. [ have the figures in the re-
port and they show a loss on the sewerage
operations, The House would be well ad-
vised to accept the figures Mr. Lovekin has
placed before members. The Aefieit on the
whole concern is given as £29,000 and the
accumitlated profits on the water supply
amount te £59,000. It would tauke a leng
time for the loss of £6,000 per annum, which
the Minister says would be oecasioned by the
change, to cut out the accumulated surplus.

The Minister for Eduveation: [ put up fig-
ures contradicling that,
" Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Then the
Minister contradicts the report of the depart-
ment,

- The Minister for Education: The figures
are there.

Hon, A. I, H. Saw: The figures are there,

.and then people juggle them!

Hon. J, M. MACFARLANE: T have taken
my figures from last veur’s departmenial re-
port—the Jatest statement obtainable, apart

- from the Minister’s own wtterance the other

day. Tt is negessary to clear up some points
in the minds of couniry members, otherwise
it will be assnmed that we will get water at
too cheap a priee if it ig supplied at 1s. per
thousand gallons. Some country water sup-
plies are rated on the basis of 2s. 6d. or
more. The pesitions, however, are not analo-
gous, [If the Metropolitan Water Supply,
Scwerage and Drainage Department were
placed under the control of a board, the
scheme ecould finance itsclf.  If it were run
in that way, it would be possible to supply
water at Is. per thousand gallons without
any difficulty.

Hon. 1. Nicholson: Do you think it could
finanee itself on the present capitdl expendi-
ture?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T think so,
if we hadl eapable management.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Who will you get to
manage it? Will you get Moses, seeing that
he was the man who made the water run?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Perhaps we
might get somcbedy with a little more ex-
perience than Moses on loeal matters; some-
onc with c¢ommon sense and interested in
water.

Hon. P, E. 8. Willmott: Are you referring

“to Tommy Walker?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANFE: As to the
suggestion that the administration is at fault,
oceasioning the exeessive charges that are
levied, T have been searching ‘‘Hansard’’
to find a statement | remember having been
made about an inspection of a department
where chief officers were found sitting dewn .
with their feet upon the tables, reading
newspapers, while the rest of the staff
wulked aimlessly about the room. I have
beea unable to find the quotation.

Hon. A, Lovekin: The Minister for Works
ean tell you that is a fact.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: There has
been no construction work in ronnection with
sewerage operations for some time past, and
if the same hody of engineers be retained
at the present time, there must be some
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ground for the statement that there is
maladministration.

The Minister for Education: The Minister
does not admit tnat.

Haou. JJ. M. MACFARLANE: T am giving
the statement that was made in Parliament.

Hon, C., F. Baxter: Does he admit that
members of the staff are not workmgt

The Minister for Edueation: He would not
adinit what the hon. member says, for one
moment.

Hon, A, 7. H, Saw: Mr. Lovekin
the statement last session.

Hon. A, Lovekin: The Minister will ¢on-
firm it.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T fesl 1
should mention these matters to give hon.
members ancther point of view.

Hon. A. Lovekin: T was with the Minister
when he saw that going on in the depart-
ment.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE; I will take
the Minister’s word regarding the loss in
conncetion with the sewerage. I ean quite
understand that those logses should be spread
over a long period. T recognise, teo, that
interest charges have increased. T believe
that some of the charges against water
supplies, particularly ~ in  conncetion with
sewerage operations, are net properly
chargeable, but should be kept scparate
and distinet. No doubt in time the losses
on the sewerage works will be overcome.
The aceounts of the water and sewerage
branch should be kept separate from the
others, and each should he made to balance,
and accordingly pay for itself. Certainly
housc conneetions eannet be charged up
with any of the loss on sewerage, because
we are informed that out of an advance of
£394,000 no less o sum than £384,000 has
been rvepaid. Therefore house connections
cannot be said to be contributing to the
losses sustained on sewerage.

Hoan. A. Lovekin: They will show a profit
in time.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: They should
not be brought into the question of the
water at all. .

Hon. A, Lovekin: They are paying inter-
esl all the time,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: There was
also an argument between the Minister and
Mr. Lovekin on the subject of costs, and
in this, too, I have no doubt mecmbers are
interested. T am inclined to agree with Mr.
"Lovekin that the costs should be charged
on the rating, and when it ¢owmes to excess
water the pumping costs should be cheaper.
Another matter 4s that year after ycar we
get increased assessments in the metro-
politan area, and in this way the depart-
ment receives huge soms which are never
taken into account by the public. Tt is
ghown clearly that in the last ten years, in
Greater Perth alone, the assessments have
increased cnormously and are still increas-
ing so mueh that the revenue s conspieu-
ously different. Tn the Municipal Year
Book for 1923 we find that the rate-
able assessments 4n 1922 amounted to

made
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£3826,600, and in 1923 they had increased to
£943,000. A rate of 1s. in the pound would,
un that inerease, produce a rTevenue of
£4,650. The municipal authorities inform
me that the assessmonts are sull on the
increase, and on the basis of recent
figures we can form an idea of what the
position will be this year. The returns
will be augmented by a considerable sum.
I have the figures here for the past ten
years, and they are available for inspection
by any hon. member. Another point that
was argued related to the charges for in-
dustrial purposes. The Minister tried to
justify the existing rates for cxcess water
for industrial purposes, I wview the high
rate levied by the Government with some
concern. [f the department imposed a flat
rate, that would be fair, The returns show
that the department, in the past, eharged
1s. Gd. per thousand gallens in Perth and
ls. at Claremont and Fremantle,

The Minister for Eduecation: The rate is
the same now.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: During the
past few years the amounts have been hal-
anced, but the fact remains that in those
days, when most of the secondary industries
were in the Fremantle area, it was recog-
nised that it was worth while doing some-
thing to help them along, and for that
regson  they were charged what was a
recasonabie rate for excess water. But in
later years the department, in their eager-
ness te acquire funds to meet the State’s
deficit, increased the rate and bludgeoned
the industrial eoncerns into paying more
for excess water.

The Minister for Xducation: It is a ques-
tion of our inability to supply the water.

Hon. A. Lovckin: There is plenty of
water if you will only pump it.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: My griev-
ance against the Government, not only the
present Goverument but many which pre-
ceded it, is that all knew what was likely
to happen, and right throughout no effort
wag ¢ver made to meet a diffienlty that was
so apparently approaching. The present
Government s equally culpahle with past
Governments,

The Minister for
doing it now.

Heon, J. M, MACFARLANE: No definite
statement has been made in that respect.

Hon. C. T. Baxter: They have bought a
few pipes.

Hon, J. M. MACPARLANE: As the con-
sumption for ‘industrial purposes in the
Greater Perth area is one-twelfth of the
total quantity uvsed, the proposal outlined
in the motion is worthy of every considera-
tion. At the present time most of the
husiness firms are compelled to sink wells
in order to awgment the supply. Fortu-
nately it is possible to do this. T have been
obliged to do it, but in my case the prin-
cipal ohject was to obtain water at a low
temperature. It is impossible te get that
from the Government mains. 1 must have
water for my business that does not cxceed

Education: We are
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70 degrees, The temperature of the water
supplied from the mains is 90 degrees. [t
will be scen therefore that water from the
mains is of no use for my business.

Hon. U. F. Baxter: Moreover, you regnire
¢lean water and you cannot pget that in
sumner.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Yes, we get
it by filtration. Until to-day [ was umder
the impression that the charge for water for
domestic purpeses was s, per thousand
gallons.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is in the new regu-
lations.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: To-day [ re-
ceived an excess water rate notice which
reads—

13th Tune, 1923, Meter registration
notiee No. 18080, 12,400 gallons : 6,200
gallons ot 1s. 6d.—9s, 44.; 6,200 gallons at
ls, 3d.—7s. Sl

It will be secn, therefore, that the resolution
passed hy tlfis House last session has not
heea given ecffect to in respect of water
used for domestic purposes. In my case
the rate was paid in time to securc the re-
bate of 3d. The Minister should have a
word with the department and ask why it is
that rate notices are still going out in this
manner. Lf Parliament passes a resolution,
we expect that it shall be given effect to.
T support the motion,

On motien by Hon, A. Lovekin, debate
adjourned.

BILL—FLECTRIC
AGREEMENT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at 6 p.m.

LIGHT AND POWER.

9vo
Tegislative Hssembly,
Thurgday, 4th October, 1923,
PaGE
Questions : Soldler Settlement, Commisslon’ sreport. 0999
North-West Expenditure . . 290
Vetetinory Sufgeons Act, pmsecut:un 1000
Leave of absence 1000
Motion : Bedmt.ributmn of Sents Bill, Commlss:on 3
report 1000

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENXNT.
Commisgion's Report, Assembly’s Resolulion.

My, WILSON asked ths Premier: 1, As
this House, uvn the 26th September last,
ndopted the recommendations of the Royal
Commission on Repratriated Soldiers of the
ALF. under the Discharged Soldiers’ Sct-
tlement Act, 1918, is it the intention of the
Government to give early effect to them?
2, If the auswer is in the negative, do the
Government intend to allow the present Sol-
dier Settlement Board to sit in judgment on
the errors they committed in permitting such
heavy costs in regard te clearing and pur-
chase of some cstates, or do the Government
intend to appoint u new board to specialise
in these cases? 3, As regards the reference
made by the Premicr on the adoption of the
report by the House, **Tt is not weorth the
paper it is written on,’’ will he ecxplain to
the House what he meant?

The PREMLER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
blame for the heavy clearing ecost of the
land referred to, on which 2 total of £3%,152
was expended to provide employment for ont
of work returned soldiers, cannot be attached
to the Board. The purchase of estates was
satisfactory exeept in a very few instanees,
3, T withdraw the words ‘“ It is not worth the
paper it ig written on,’’ and say that the
report 15 worth the paper it is written on,

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST, EXPEN

DITURE.
Public Works and Road Board Subsidies.
Mr. DURACK asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount of money has been

expended by the Publie Works Department
out of Revenue and Loan Aceount, respec-
tively, in connection with the North-West
during each of the years 1919, 1920, and
1921, being the three vears prior to the North-
West Department taking over? 2, What was
the amonnt of subsidy provided by the Min-
ister for the various road hoards throughout
the North-West for the vears 1919, 1920, and
19212



